City of Livermore
Beautification Committee
Minutes from December 3, 2014
___________________________________________________________________
1.

CALL TO ORDER
The meeting was called to order by Chair Jennifer Nelson at 6:00 p.m.

1.01

2.

Roll Call

Chair Jennifer Nelson
Committeemember Lesa Barker
Committeemember Sheri Ann Dante
Committeemember Erik Gets
Committeemember Rena Leibovitch
Committeemember Tyler Olson

Absent

Vice Chair Marti Sutton - excused

Staff Present

Jeff Shafer – Maintenance and Golf Operations
Manager
Mike Perry, Public Works Supervisor
Joe Prime, Landscape Specialist, Certified Arborist
Roberto Escobar, Engineer
Kathy Hughes, Senior Clerk

CITIZENS FORUM
Mary Jo Rittman attended and asked to speak during item 3.05.

3.

MATTERS FOR CONSIDERATION

3.01

Approval of Minutes – November 5, 2014 Beautification Committee
meeting – On a motion by Chairperson Nelson, second by Committeemember
Olson, carried on a 5-0 vote, with Committeemember Barker abstaining, the
October minutes were approved as submitted.
Item 3.05 was moved to accommodate Citizen in attendance.

3.05

Tree Removal Approval – 486 S. J Street - Citizen Mary Jo Rittman provided
public comment on this matter. Ms. Rittman opposed the City’s decision to
approve the removal of a Deodar Cedar at 486 S. J Street, the site of Good
Shepard Lutheran Church. She presented the Committee and staff with her
reasons on why the tree should be saved, including due to the large size of
the circumference of the tree and it did not pose a safety threat. Mike Perry
and Joe Prime spoke to the Committee about their findings on the tree and
why the city granted the approval, including the tree was not a Heritage Tree,
had been “topped”, there were several co-dominant leaders which is not
typical of a Deodar Cedar so the tree would never grow the proper shape. In
addition, numerous branches were extending extensively over the adjacent
property and any future trimming of the branches would leave the tree with an
uneven canopy, and the trunk of the tree would eventually damage the
adjacent fence. The topping most likely occurred over the previous years due
to a portion of the tree is under PG&E power lines, and therefore future
pruning by PG&E would be required, including possibly eventually removing
the tree for safety reasons. Jeff Shafer reminded the Beautification Committee
that this was not a tree appeal to the committee. While the Committee was
not required to take formal action on the matter, the Committee did provide
comments that the structure of the tree had been severely compromised due
to the “topping” pruning over the years, the tree was under power lines, and
would never grow into a normal tree structure of a Deodar Cedar. Additionally
the Committee supported staff’s request to require the applicant to replace the
tree with three trees, which follows previous practices. Chairperson Nelson
suggested that Ms. Rittman discuss her concerns with representatives of the
church. Ms. Rittman expressed her disappointment in the City’s decision, and
thanked the Beautification Committee for their time.
Item 3.06 was moved to accommodate Mr. Escobar.

3.06

Livermore Entry Sign on State Route 84 at Vallecitos Road – Roberto
Escobar from the Engineering Division gave the Beautification Committee
a brief overview of the Caltrans highway improvement project for State Route
84 from Ruby Hill Drive to Concannon Blvd. As part of this plan, the City
conditioned the state to include a new gateway monument sign that will be
installed at the intersection of Vallecitos Road. Roberto showed the
Committee the plans for the monument, and brought samples of the materials
that will be used. Committeemember Barker motioned to recommend the
approval of the entry sign to the Planning Commission, with the
recommendation that the leaf in the “O” in Livermore be green (if possible) in
keeping with the City’s logo branding. With a second from Committeemember
Gets, carried on a 6-0 vote, the motion was approved.

3.02

Arbor Day 2015 Update – Committeemember Dante stated that she and Vice
Chair Sutton had contacted the schools. The date of March 26, 2015 was
confirmed. Committeemembers will follow up with the schools one month prior
to the event to confirm times and number of second graders.

3.03

2015 Beautification Committee Meeting Dates – Chair Nelson motioned
to hold all 2015 Beautification Committee meetings with the exception of July
2015 due to its proximity to the 4th of July holiday period. With a second by
Committeemember Gets, carried on a 5-0 vote, with
Committeemember Leibovitch abstaining, the motion was approved.

3.04

2015 Beautification Committee Agenda Calendar Discussion/Review -The
Beautification Committee members reviewed the proposed 2015 calendar and
will further discuss at the January 2015 meeting.

4.

AGENDA BUILDING DISCUSSION






5.

Election of Officers
Tree Ordinance Draft
Arbor Day 2015 Update
Park Review Update
2015 Agenda Calendar Review

ADJOURNMENT – 7:19 p.m. to a regular Beautification Committee meeting
on January 7, 2015.

