CITY OF LIVERMORE
COMMISSION FOR THE ARTS
MEETING MINUTES
MARCH 25, 2014

1.

Call to Order

The meeting was called to order at 4:30 p.m. by Chairperson Schmidt.
Members Present: Chairperson Jim Schmidt, Vice Chairperson Charles Hartwig, and
Commissioners Arthur Barinque, Chelle Clements, Sally Dunlop,
Angela Johal, Jean King, and Kathy Streeter
Absent:

Cher Wollard

Staff Present:

Staff Liaison and Human Services Program Manager Jean Prasher,
Assistant Community and Economic Development Director Eric
Uranga, and Division Clerk Rebecca Cox

2.

Citizens Forum

Don Meeker, City Historian, requested to comment on Item 4.6 at that point in the
agenda.
3.

Consent Calendar

3.1

Approval of the February 25, 2014 Commission for the Arts Meeting Minutes

There were no corrections to or comments on the minutes presented.
MOTION BY COMMISSIONER HARTWIG, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER JOHAL,
TO APPROVE THE FEBRUARY 25, 2014 MEETING MINUTES AS SUBMITTED.
VOTE ON THE MOTION:
AYES:
NOES:
ABSTAIN:
ABSENT:
4.

BARINQUE, CLEMENTS, HARTWIG, JOHAL, SCHMIDT, AND
STREETER
NONE
DUNLOP AND KING
WOLLARD

Matters for Consideration
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4.1

Appointment of Mini Grant Ad Hoc Committee

Staff reported that a mini grant application was received and an ad hoc committee was
designated consisting of Commissioners Clements, Hartwig, and King. Staff will forward
the application to the Commissioners who will present a report at the April meeting.
4.2

Approval of Call for Artists for Mural at M St and Second St

Commissioner Hartwig narrated a slide show of the building wall proposed to be painted,
as well as images of the other murals in the downtown that the Commission has
previously commissioned. The ad hoc committee, consisting of Commissioners Hartwig,
Barinque, and Clements, met with the owner of the property who is looking forward to
having art on the building.
MOTION BY COMMISSIONER HARTWIG, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER
STREETER, TO MOVE FORWARD, CONTINGENT UPON COUNCIL APPROVAL, TO
ISSUE THE CALL FOR A TRI-VALLEY ARTIST TO COMMISSION A MURAL ON THE
M STREET SIDE OF THE BUILDING LOCATED AT 1891 SECOND STREET, FOR AN
AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $20,000.
VOTE ON THE MOTION:
AYES:
NOES:
ABSTAIN:
ABSENT:
4.3

BARINQUE, CLEMENTS, DUNLOP, HARTWIG, JOHAL, KING, SCHMIDT,
AND STREETER
NONE
NONE
WOLLARD

Discussion of Art to be placed in Walgreens storefront, 1620 First Street

Staff Liaison Prasher reported that as a condition of approval for the construction of the
Walgreens store located at 1620 First Street, the owners agreed to place art in the
storefront windows. The type of art has not been defined and an ad hoc committee
consisting of Commissioners Dunlop, Johal, and Streeter was designated to begin
discussions with the staff liaison and City Planning staff regarding this project.
4.4

Discussion of Preliminary Project Proposal Form

Chairperson Schmidt proposed that the Project Proposal form that was distributed to the
commissioners with their agenda packet be used by Commissioners for all projects. Staff
will email the Word document to all commissioners so that they can fill it out on their
computer, print, sign and submit to Staff Liaison Prasher.
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4.5

Update on Alleyways Ad Hoc Committee

Commissioner Barinque reported that the Alleyway Ad Hoc Committee identified the
alleyway between 2086 (Double Barrel Wine Bar) and 2074 (Modena Fashion Boutique)
First Street, as the one most in need of improving. The committee recommends moving
forward with this alleyway because due to its proximity to the Ale House it has the highest
usage and is in the most need of upgrading for lighting and public safety. The committee
has not yet spoken with the property owners, business owners, or any downtown
representatives. Assistant Community and Economic Development Director Uranga will
contact the property owners and business owners to solicit their cooperation in moving
forward. An update will be provided at next month’s meeting.
4.6

Update on Banners Ad Hoc Committee

Commissioner Johal reported that the graphic designer will be sending the images for
printing in the next day or two. He was delayed with his attempts to determine the source
of the image provided for Livermorium because it did not originate at the Lab. He is
obtaining an image from the Lab to use. Don Meeker, member of the public asked to
speak on this item regarding the photograph of the crowd at the Masonic Lodge. He
found the original photo and discovered that the photo originally considered is only the
right half of the photo. The left half captures the coronation at the flag pole at the Holy
Ghost Festival. He suggested that this half of the photo better depicts the history of
Livermore. It also contains images of the flag pole, livery stable, horse and carriage, an
automobile, and possibly Aunt Lizzy’s house in the background. It captures an important
time in history and he recommends changing the image used if it is not too late.
4.7

Update on Dance Performance at Arroyo Seco Ad Hoc Committee

Commissioner Dunlop reported that the Dance Segment of Art in the Schools program at
Arroyo Seco took place this morning with 225 students in attendance. The students
loved it and participation was high. One of the instructors is a local break dancer who
won a national title last year. Between the dance workshop presented today and the
California Theater for the Art’s live theater presentation last fall, the Commission for the
Arts has reached every student in Arroyo Seco Elementary School. With last year’s
presentations at Altamont Creek, over 400 students have experienced these Art
Enrichment services to date. Croce Elementary School is next on the list.
4.8

Update on High School Senior Art Awards Ad Hoc Committee

Commissioner Dunlop reported that the High School Senior Art Awards application form
has been posted on the City’s website and distributed to the Charter School and to
LVJUSD who will send it to all of the high schools, career centers and principals in the
district. The deadline to submit applications is May 2nd and winners will be notified by
May 16. The awards this year are $500 each. She asked the Commissioners to help
publicize this program.
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4.9

Update on Public Art – Tree Sweater Forest Ad Hoc Committee

Commissioner Johal distributed some photos of Tree Sweater Forest projects that have
been completed in other cities. Staff Liaison Prasher requested that Commissioner Johal
contact San Mateo to inquire about their program which did not offer a stipend to the
participants. She will work with Commissioner Johal to create program guidelines and a
report will be made at the meeting in April.
4.10 Update on Website Ad Hoc Committee
Staff Liaison Prasher reported that the website project has been put on hold while she
focuses on conservation of the City’s Public Art. Once all of the art has been identified
and a program in place to manage the art, she will revisit the website project.
5.

Matters Initiated by Commissioners and Staff

Chairperson Schmidt asked the Commissioners to reflect on how the art communities in
Livermore compare with other cities of similar size (population of 80,000.)
Commissioner Streeter asked if there is a role for the Commission to play in saving the
Bankhead Theater. Staff Liaison Prasher informed the Commissioners that as an
advisory body they have not been requested to provide any input on this. As individual
citizens they may take any desired action, but as an advisory body they have not
received any formal direction from Council.
Commissioner Dunlop asked why the Mighty 4 Arts Foundation had such a difficult time
being awarded Arts funding last year for the dance portion of Arts in the Schools when
there have been other entities with Commissioners on their Boards of Directors who have
received funding. Staff Liaison Prasher confirmed that the difficulty last year arose when
a Commissioner was on the subcommittee that proposed funding be issued to an entity
of which that same commissioner had a position on the Board. Procedures have since
been clarified to reflect that any commissioner with an interest in an entity must recuse
themselves from all discussions regarding that entity, not simply recuse themselves from
the vote to award funds.
Chairperson Schmidt again requested that Staff Liaison Prasher send all Commissioners
an updated budget. He noted that he will schedule a meeting with her and Mr. Uranga to
discuss budget projections and how that might fit with potential projects that the
Commission has expressed interest in undertaking. Commissioner Streeter noted that
the Commission has not looked at project and program priorities for 2014, as has
typically been done at the beginning of each year. Chairperson Schmidt noted that once
the budget projection is complete the Commission can look at priorities.
Commissioner Johal expressed her opinion that interactive sculpture or other art is
needed, whether it is a low budget temporary exhibit or a higher budget permanent
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installation. She is concerned that the Art Funds are being spent on murals and she
would like to see investment made in interactive sculptures.
Staff Liaison Prasher reported that 3 artists have been selected to provide conceptual
designs for the Livermorium Art project. The first artist will visit Livermore on April 3 - 4.
The landscape design firm has also been selected. She will provide the Commissioners
with links to their websites.
Staff Liaison Prasher reported that the Commissioners may visit the Art Center in Tracy
as individuals, but if they were to travel as a group it would be considered a meeting and
would need to be publicly noticed with transportation provided to any interested members
of the public. She recommended that Commissioners visit on their own and bring back
any ideas or recommendations to be placed on a future meeting agenda for discussion.
6.

Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 6:00 p.m. to the regular April 22, 2014 Commission for the
Arts meeting to begin at 4:30 at the Civic Center Library Board Room, 1188 South
Livermore Avenue.
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