Measure B Reauthorization and
Alameda Countywide 2012 Transportation Expenditure Plan
Alameda County Voters to Consider Extending Transportation Sales Tax in November
Measure B, Alameda County’s one-half cent sales tax for transportation, was first approved by voters in 1986 and
reauthorized in 2000. This November (2012), Alameda County voters will once-again have the opportunity to decide
whether to reauthorize the sales tax measure and associated county-wide Transportation Expenditure Plan (TEP). If
approved, Measure B will provide $7.8 billion over 30 years for transportation improvements throughout Alameda
County. It will double local funding to maintain our current transportation system, keep needed transportation services
in place, restore service cuts for many transit providers and provide focused transportation investments to meet the
needs of Alameda County’s growing population.
The Measure will extend and augment the current transportation sales tax by a half-cent. The measure requires a twothirds majority to pass. Alameda County voters passed the original Measure B in 1986 by 56.5% and the
reauthorization of Measure B by 81.5% in 2000. Since inception, Measure B funds have helped fund the following
major Eastern Alameda County projects:
I-580/Isabel Avenue Interchange
New alignment for State Route 84 (SR-84) (now Isabel Avenue) including extension of SR-84 from Stanley
Boulevard to Jack London Boulevard, widening of SR-84 from I-580 to Vallecitos Road, and improvements
through Pigeon Pass
BART extension to Dublin/Pleasanton
I-580/I-680 Interchange flyover
I-580 eastbound auxiliary lane from Santa Rita Road to Isabel Avenue/SR-84
Local Streets and Roads, Mass Transit, Bicycle and Pedestrian, and Paratransit Improvements
For the City of Livermore, reauthorization of Measure B and the new Transportation Expenditure Plan (TEP) will mean
continued transportation funding for projects and programs that improve people’s mobility and access to transit and
help create more vibrant, livable communities. This plan will nearly double funding to the City of Livermore for
maintenance and upgrades of local streets and roads and bicycle and pedestrian improvements/trails. Additionally, it
will provide specialized transportation for seniors and people with disabilities and bicycle and pedestrian safety. It will
also provide additional funding to LAVTA Wheels, Altamont Commuter Rail (ACE) and the San Francisco Bay Area
Rapid Transit District (BART) to restore and expand bus and train services and to extend BART to Livermore.
The table below shows the proposed allocation of sales tax dollars by project-type to the City of Livermore if Measure
B is approved by voters in November:

TRANSPORTATION SALES TAX ALLOCATIONS TO THE CITY OF LIVERMORE
First Year of New Measure
in Fiscal Year 2013–2014

Total Funding
2013–2042

Current

With New TEP

Increase

Current + New

Local streets and roads

$840,000

$1,590,000

88%

$62,390,000

Paratransit for seniors and
people with disabilities*

$140,000

$370,000

164%

$17,860,000

Bicycle and pedestrian
safety

$220,000

$390,000

80%

$14,710,000

* LAVTA paratransit service

Below is a partial list of Livermore and Eastern Alameda County projects included in the TEP that will receive Measure
B funds if the sales tax passes in November.
Major Capital Projects:
BART extension to Livermore ($400 million)
I-580 interchange improvements at: Greenville Road, Vasco Road and Isabel Avenue
I-580/I-680 interchange improvements
I-680 northbound carpool/high-occupancy lanes from SR-237 to Alcosta Blvd.
SR-84/I-680 interchange improvements and SR-84 widening, Pigeon Pass to I-680
SR-84 Expressway widening Pigeon Pass to Jack London Boulevard
Other Projects:
Major commute route corridor improvements to Greenville Road, Dublin Boulevard, Dougherty Road and El
Charro Road
Bernal Bridge construction
Iron Horse Trail bicycle and pedestrian gap closure projects
Improvements to support transit oriented development at West Dublin and East Dublin/Pleasanton BART
stations
Freight corridor improvements on I-580
Operating funds for LAVTA for Wheels transit service
Student transit pass program and other projects to increase access to transit
Modernization of BART stations and system maintenance and expansion

History of Measure B (1986 and 2000)
In 1986, Alameda County voters approved Measure B, a half-cent transportation sales tax, to fund transportation
improvements throughout Alameda County. In November 2000 voters approved an extension of the first sales tax
through 2022 to fund a new set of project and program investments throughout the County. Measure B provides a
major source of local funding for transportation projects and programs, such as operations and maintenance, in
Alameda County. Of the total collected funds under the current measure, 60% are dedicated to programs such as local
streets and roads repair, bicycle and pedestrian safety, transit and paratransit operators, and 40% of collected funds
are dedicated to capital projects including transit and highway improvements. Over the past 10 years the sales tax has
generated over $1 billion for transportation system improvements. Over 84% of the capital project funds were pumped
back into the Alameda County economy through contracts with local Alameda County-based companies. Additionally,
the sales tax was able to leverage sales tax funds into over $3 billion in transportation project investments – a
substantial increase in investments. The existing Measure B (see below) sales tax will continue to be collected until
2022 unless it is replaced.

Why is Measure B proposed
Reauthorization of Measure B and the TEP is being considered because all of the major projects approved by the
voters and funded in the 2000 Measure B are either underway or complete, 10 years ahead of schedule. Measure B
funded the top transportation priorities in the County, but it did not include enough money to fully meet our
transportation needs. As our population and its related transportation needs continue to grow, more funding is needed
to meet these demands. State and federal funds are not enough to meet local needs, and have become less reliable
over time. Local funding mechanisms both increase local control over local dollars and position our County to attract
external dollars. Extending the Measure B funds allows for the planning of long-range mobility needs in Livermore, and
Alameda County as a whole.

What happens if Measure B doesn’t pass
If Measure B does not pass there will be limited ability to address growing transportation needs locally and throughout
Alameda County since the current measure expires in 2022. The backlog of projects new improvements and
maintenance will continue to increase. Local road and highway conditions will continue to deteriorate and there will be

few opportunities for bicycle and pedestrian improvements. Transit agencies will have fewer funds, requiring potential
fare increases and/or service cuts. Programs such as paratransit will be reduced and won’t grow to meet the needs of
the increasing senior population. Additionally the County and local communities will have to rely on the limited state
and federal funds that are available.

Oversight of Measure B funds
While the tax will be extended, voters will be required to approve new transportation expenditure plans every 20 years
and an Independent Watchdog Committee will continue to provide oversight and accountability and will report their
findings to the public annually. Annual audits are required and performance and accountability measures will be
included in all contracts awarded with these funds. Thus far, independent audit reports have found 100% of Measure B
taxpayer funds have been spent in accordance with what the voters approved.

Transportation Expenditure Plan References
The final 2012 Alameda County Transportation Expenditure Plan (May 2012) can be viewed here:
http://www.alamedactc.org/files/managed/Document/6898/ALAMEDA_TEP_Final.pdf

Fact Sheets about the Transportation Expenditure Plan:
General Transportation Expenditure Plan Fact Sheet
City of Livermore
East Alameda County
BART
AC Transit
Bicycle and Pedestrian
Highways
Land Use
Local Streets and Roads
Transit

Alameda Countywide Transportation Plan (CWTP)
An updated Alameda Countywide Transportation Plan (CWTP) was developed concurrently with the Transportation
Expenditure Plan (TEP). The CWTP is a long-range policy document that guides transportation funding decisions for
Alameda County's transportation system over a 20-year horizon. This plan lays out a strategy for meeting
transportation needs for all users in Alameda County and includes projects and other improvements for: new and
existing freeways, local streets and roads, public transit (paratransit, buses, rails, ferries), as well as facilities and
programs to support bicycling and walking.
This plan is updated every four years. Additionally, the CWTP serves as Alameda County’s input to the Metropolitan
Transportation Commission (MTC) in their development of the Regional Transportation Plan (RTP). All projects
requesting state or federal funding must be consistent with the RTP. The sales tax expenditure plan discussed above
is a key source of funding for transportation projects and programs in Alameda County. Projects and programs for the
expenditure plan are drawn from the CWTP.
For the first time, the CWTP and Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) for the Bay Area require the County to meet
greenhouse gas (GHG) emission reduction targets set by the State of California under SB 375. The state targets are
7% GHG reduction by 2020, and 10% GHG reduction by 2035. The Bay Area has adopted an even more aggressive
target of 15% by 2035.
To address SB 375 requirements and other needs, the current update addresses transit oriented development and
priority development areas; parking management; transportation systems management and goods movement; as well
as transit connectivity, maintenance and operations.
The final Alameda Countywide Transportation Plan (June 2012) can be viewed here:
http://www.alamedactc.org/files/managed/Document/8043/ALAMEDA_CWTP_FINAL.pdf

